





Parents, Please Beware!

| have never been one to tell anyone to burn their
music albums or books...there are a few bands | would
not mind if their music disappeared. | will admit that |
have always held a tight line on what kids should see
concerning movies and TV. The movie ratings are there
for a reason and if Hollywood, et. al. sees the need to
caution parents, we should be even more cautious than
they have encouraged. There is a movie coming that you
need to be very careful about. | honestly believe that
some of the messages will be so subtle that many will not
realize what they have experienced until it is too late. Let
me assure you, the acting cast and the cinematography is
stellar! Dr. David Henderson says, “The Golden
Compass, coming out Dec. 7, seems like just one more.
But this movie is different. It depicts a universe-wide
clash between two realms: those who believe in God, and
those who denounce him.”

”Based on the trilogy His Dark Materials by atheist
Philip Pullman, The Golden Compass introduces a story
in which accepted standards of morality are defied,
heaven is depicted as a prison, and God, ultimately, is
killed.” The series’ author, Philip Pullman, is an avowed
atheist who has averred that “I don’t profess any religion;
I don’t think it’s possible that there is a God; | have the
greatest difficulty in understanding what is meant by the
words ‘spiritual’ or ‘spirituality.” Critics of Pullman’s
books point to the strong anti-religion and anti-God
themes they incorporate, and although literary works are
subject to a variety of interpretations, Pullman left little
doubt about his intentions when he said in a 2003
interview with The Sydney Morning Herald that “My
books are about killing God.” (Conservative British
columnist Peter Hitchens labeled Pullman “The Most
Dangerous Author in Britain,” and described him as the
writer “the atheists would have been praying for, if
atheists prayed.”)

I am fully aware that many will see this movie and
take it as pure fiction and fantasy. Some will not even
notice the anti-God sentiment until it gets obvious. It is
very possible this film will receive positive exposure in
some schools as the books have received several awards.
Many of you will be intrigued (some already are) and will
see the movie out of curiosity. Some will read the books—
I am now. If you do choose to view the film or if you as a
parent allow your children to, please know what you are
getting into. This is not just a children’s movie!

If you would like to learn more, | am planning to have a
special class for parents, teens, children in a couple of
weeks. | will be letting you know more shortly, but let’s
not be led into this blindly...our children are worth
everything it takes to keep them safe!

| believe the negative impact of the Da Vinci Code
was never fully realized because God blocked it...let’s
pray He does the same this time. Prayerfully, Lee

Cookin’ Up Christmas
Children’s Musical I
December 16, 6 PM

This year’s children’s musical, “Cookin’ Up Christ-
mas” is scheduled for Sunday, December 16, at 6 PM
with refreshments to follow in the fellowship room.
Tryouts for parts for the 1st-8th graders will be held this
Wednesday, November 14, at 6:30 PM. Practices
will be each Wednesday from 6:30-8:00 PM, and Sundays
from 1:00-3:00 in the afternoon. The 4 year olds-
kindergarten will practice each Wednesday night from
7:00-7:15, and the last part of their Sunday Bible class
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Thark G You!

Dear EImwood family,
Thank you so much for the kindness and generosity you
showed us at the baby shower. We appreciate so much
everyone who came to show their excitement for us and
the upcoming arrival of our baby boy! We love you all so
much and feel blessed to have you in our lives!

Love, Mark & Sarah Bird

I'd like to thank all those who helped with Noah’s Ark
Night. Thank you to those who provided food, candy;,
cakes, and other supplies. Thanks go to Dorothy Miller
and Gail Ruhl, who ran the kitchen along with all their
helpers. Thanks to those who helped set up: Lee Porter,
Brittany Nelson, Rachel & Josh Stafford, Mark Moore,
Patrick Ruhl, Brent Branstetter, Michelle & Joshua
Robson, and Lori Kuchta. A huge thanks to those who
helped tear down: Michelle & Joshua Robson, Barbara,
Nelson & Madison Tilley, Rachel & Josh Stafford, Brent
Branstetter, Lee & Sharon Porter, Brittany Nelson, and
Phil Travis and Katie. Thanks also to Mary Lou Baugh for
all her work getting donations that were enjoyed by all, and
were also used for the Food Pantry! —Lynae Stafford

Nov. 14, 6:30-8:00 PM....Christmas musical
rehearsal and try-outs for parts
Nov. 14, 7 PM....Bible classes
Nov. 18, 6 PM....LIFE Groups meet
Nov. 21, 7 PM....Thanksgiving Devotional



Reac 2007 Spiritual Adventure

Daniel 3—Hosea 8;

I, 11, 111 John Week 48: November 26-December 2

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins” 1 John 4:7-10.

One Sunday, while | was contemplating the great sacrifice that Jesus made for me as | was preparing for
communion, a new thought entered my mind. In the past, | had only focused on Jesus’ death as the
sacrifice that he went through in order to cleanse my soul. Never before had | thought about the fact that
Jesus’ sacrifice was not simply one event, but a series of events that began to take place many years before
He was on His way to the cross. One particular sacrifice that | had never thought of before was Jesus
leaving a perfect heaven with His Father, to come down to an imperfect earth, knowing full well all that lay
ahead, and that He would eventually have to be separated from His Father. It surprised me that | had
never thought of that as a sacrifice before. It is amazing that it does not matter how many times you read a
familiar story or contemplate a thought, if you are open to it, God will supply a completely new and
refreshing point of view. —Alison Ruhl
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